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Fruit Growers Victoria

APPLES LOW HIGH AVERAGE
12kg Cartons $$ $$ $$
Fuji 25 40 30.10
Golden Delicious 30 40 32.58
m Granny Smith 30 38 32.56
N Pink Lady 15 40 22.68
Q Red Delicious 20 25 22.50
Royal Gala 30 45 35.10
m Sundowner 20 25 22.50
| l PEARS $$ $$ $$
Packham 13kg Ctn 25 35 27.58
m NECTARINES/ELLOW FLES $$ $$ $$
& 5Kg Ctn 16 30 18.12
Q 10kg ctn 15 30 20.10
NECTARINESNHITE FLESH $$ $$ $$
5kg Tray 16 30 18.12
10kg Ctn 15 30 20.10
PEACHESYELLOW FLESH $$ $$ $$
10kg Ctn 15 30 17.61
5kg Tray 10 25 15.10
PEACHESWHITE FLESH $$ $$ $$
10KG Ctn 15 30 22.55
5 kg Ctn 10 25 15.10

Market prices provided by the Melbourne Market as of 29/01/2010

Fruit Growers Victoria Limited Head Office: 2 Rumbalara Road (PO Box 612) Mooroopna 3629 Phone; (03) 5825 3700 Fax5 @R %82
Email; office@fgv.com.au
ABN 39 113 584 615E

www.fgvicom.au



Dates to Remember..

Fruit Growers Victoria

bFriilm.\r February 19

YWaterfind Information Seminars 11:30am - 2pm. at Shepparton RSL, 88 YWyndham Street. (For more info contact
YWaterfind on 1800 890 285.)

[Eriday February 19

Apprentice of the year - Applications Close (Contact Jacinta from Fruit Growers %ictoria for an application form.)

Saturday April 3

(5% Pear Fest at Shepparton Showgrounds (For more information please contact Kath Boast on 5825 3700 ar email
admin@fgyv.com.au.)

[Wednesday May 5 to Friday May 7

AFFCO Young Member Retreat at Yarra Glen, Yictoria (For more information please contact Sally Fiper from
AFFCO on 03 5420 7444

DAFF SEEKING RESPONSES TO EFFECTIVENESS OF A

A surveyis being conducted by DAFF seeking responses to a range of questions relating to the
effectiveness and efficiency of Ag R&D is being sought. A productivity commission review into the
Rural RDCs has also commenced.

Three DAFF reports have been prepared to provide a background. Tessebe:

1 0KS S@2fdziAz2zy 2F ! dzZaG NI f Al Qa OdzNNByYy § NHzNI f

1 the relationship between R&D and productivity growth in primary indus{ie®mb] and

9 GKS AYVIiSNYylFdAaAz2ylrt O2yGSEG F2NJ ! dzZAGNI f Al Q& L

Full copies of the reports can be found at
http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculturefood/innovation/council/survey

To assist in preparing a response to both the survey and the PC review | would ask that you review th
series of questions posed and provide answers to any that you have a view upon. Please sen
responses back toford@vff.org.alby February 8.

www.fgv.com.au
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http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1435331/rd-retrospective-report.pdf
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1463992/rd-abare-report.pdf
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1435351/rd-frontier-economics-report.pdf
http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/innovation/council/survey
mailto:gford@vff.org.au

Fruit Growers Victoria

State Government Department of

ViCtOl‘ ]| Primary Industries

Horticulture Grower 1 -2-1 Business Advisory Service

Fruit Growers Victoria Limited has been contracted to help horticulture irrigators access the
financial and agronomic information they need to make business decisions in the face of
reduced water availability.

The project is being run by the Department of Primary Industries (DPI). Through the project,
growers are able to access oneto-one, free, confidential sessions with Extension Providers
who have a background in finance or horticulture.

Some of the issues that the Extension Providers can help irrigators with include;

1 Budgeting

1 Planning

1 Preparing Business Plan
1 Exiting strategies

1 Succession Planning
1 Block profitability

i Assistance with grants and other funding
1 Assistance with Centrelink

Agronomic advice

Call Fruit Growers Victoria on 03 5825 3700 for further information, emalil
admin@fgv.com.au, or contact the following Extension Providers to set up an appointment:

Liz Mann mobile: 0427 857 578 emalil: lizmann@aptrc.asn.au(GV)

David Rutledge mobile: 0414 599 289 email: RutledgeDH@msn.com.au

Ann Young mobile: 0409 503 711 email: hdc2@iinet.net.au(Swan Hill)

Tony Pickett mobile: 0438 443 985 email: pickag@bigpond.net.au (North East)

There is also the opportunity to hold group sessions with small or large groups of growers.
These sessions will include tools that will assist growers to determine how much their business
can afford to spend on purchasing water. Please contact any of the extension providers above
if you would like to attend group sessions or workshops.

www.fgv.com.au
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Fruit Growers Victoria

Important Info..........

VFF WATER UPDATE

Last two weeks have been busy water weeks for the VFF lobbying State and Ssaeoalofficials on
water issues of concern to our members.

1 VFF Water Council Chair and VFF staff met with senior officials from the Department of
Sustainability and Environment (DSE) to follow up on water issues of concern to our members
including Dairy shed program, commonwealth water reform under the water for future plan,
irrigation modernisation, 4% exemption criteria, Sustainable water strategies( including Western
Region, Gippsland and Northern region), Murray Darling Basin water issues (including the Basin Pla
SDLs and risk assignment), stock and domestic water, and carryover.

1 +CC 2} GSN)/ 2dzyOAf NBLINBaSyidGlrGdA@dSa O2y (AydzsSR
the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy and Gippsland Region Sustainable Water Strategy.

1 VFF Water Council and UDV representatives continued working on the Dairy Shed Prograr
focusing on major issues of concern to our members including the farm dams and metering. UD\
President and VFF staff attended the dairy shed steering committee meeting focusing on issues C
concern to our members.

1 VFF Water Council continued their work preparing for next steps on thtarom efficiency
program.

More information on these issues is available from VFF or FGVL

HORTICULTURE AWARD CHANGEBECTIVE JANUARY 1ST

A reminder that the new Horticulture Award became effective 8rdanuary 2010.

9 tleayYSyid wliSa NBYIFIAY GKS &l YS dzy RS NJJye810 a LIS
BUT the work conditions clauses apply immediately

1 Piece rate workers must sign an agreement regarding the bin rates (there is a template
available from Fruit Growers Victoria)

1 National Employment Standards (NES) ten points override the award.

There will be grower meetings conducted by FGVL in the next month to update growers on changes.

Growers are to be aware that audits will be done for Horticulture employers in April and May by the
Fair Work Standards.

Any member requiring clarification can talk to FGVL General Manager, John Wilson, on 03 5825 37(
or 04 1885 9720

PLEASE NOTHake sure you use Season 2008/2009 bin rates (DESTROY THE LIME GREEN PIC
RATE CARD SENT O YOU AT CHRISTMA®orrect)

www.fgv.com.au
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Fruit Growers Victoria|

Important Info..........

VFF SUBMISSION INTO THE NATIONALISATION OF

AGVET CHEMICALS

A copy of the VFF draft submission is available from the FGVL office; comments need to be in by tr
end of this week.If you have any interest please contact Tanya at VFF on goiti@td @vff.org.au

WATER ISSUES

Carryover 2010/11
Improved Carryover rules will take effect on the Goulburn,
“'HRWS?'? [Murray and Campaspe regulated systems this year and will

SRearl allow you to carryover all of the water in your Allocation Bank

Murray 63% Account at 30 June 2010. To find out more about the changes
. to carryover and how they will work go to this liktp://

Broken 1% :

www.g-mwater.com.au/customesservices/carryover

Goulburn 56%

Customer Accounts and Billing

All customerswho chosethe instalment payment option are

Loddon 0% reminded thattheir next instalment paymentis due on 16
February 2010.

Bullarook Creek 11% Customers who are eligible for the 2009/10 drought assistance

rebate will soon receive theirevised account for Water

"Services Fixed Chargesand their revised payment

dates. Customers with a credit balance in their accounts walteive information about how to

request a refund.

Campaspe 0%

CARBON FOOTPRINTING

Carbon Footprinting for your product, your firm, your future
The workshop will take place at the University of New South Wales in Sgtmewth April 2010.
I NB @2dz AYGSNBaGSR Ay OFtOdzZ GAya GKS &aAal S 27
particular product or service?
Would you like to find out more about life cycle assessment (LCA) methodology, which forms the bas
for carbon footprinting and greenhouse gas accounting?
This workshop will discuss the most recent trends in footprinting standards and labelling activities
present realife case studies in which you will learn how to calculate a carbon fontgrafore
providing handson examples for the development of carbon reduction strategies.
Your input is requested in order to maximise the outcomes and generate ideas and solutions fc
implementation in your organisation.
If you have any questions, please contact Patricia Karwgikarwan@unsw.edu.a02 9385 5017).

www.fgv.com.au
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Fruit Growers Victoria

Important Info..........

QLD FRUIT FLY OUTBREAK

Attention all wholesalers and market persons,

Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF) has been detected within Barham, located in New SouthAfales.
outbreak is in the process of being declared within this region.
Please note, the following Suspension Zones are active as of 2nd of February 2010:

1 SA, WA, NSW (FFEZ)Skm.
1 TAS 80km

As from the 2nd of February 2010 a Queensland Fruit Fly outbreak has officially been declared within
Bairnsdale and Glenrowan located in Victoria.

Please note, the following Suspension Zones are active as of 2nd of February 2010:
1 The Greater Sunraysia PFA, SA, WA, NSW (FERKD).
T TAS 80km

If you have any further questions, please contact the Plant Standards Centre on (03) 8371 3500.

FGVL Website

The FGVL website, www.fgv.com.au is under renovation. The new web site will be simpler in
appearance but contain much the same informat|
pages from the front page, and the latest edition of CoreFacts will be available on the front

page.

Pictures and logo scrolling will be eliminated to allow for faster uploading of pages, particularly
for those still on dial up internet.

New log on IDs and passwords will be emailed to growers in the next 2 weeks

www.fgv.com.au
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Maturity Testing...........

PACKHAMS MATURITY TESTING 01/02/2010.

Fruit Growers Victoria

Starch change is less reliable as a maturity measurement for pears than is the case for apples. Mo
ripening occurs when starch scores are in the range of 80% to 60% s3gui¢Pe). During this stage,
firmness decreases from a maximum of 7.6kg to a lower level of 6.9kg. In this period, usually covering
14 day span, sugar increases from a minimum of around 12.3%Brix up to 12.9%brix. Thereafter, ripenir
continues at a slow rate, and in this stage, calyx end russet increases, lenticels become more corky at
fruit shape becomes more irregular.

(above notes are from Apple and Pear maturity assessment, Revised for 1999/2000 season, Colin R

Little) Sugars at this stage and for this season seem higher than what the notes suggest above.
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